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CHAPTER 2

A NEW HEART: THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY

The Last Days ... Are Here!

The Old Testament prophesied a day when the failure of man would be ended. Of
course it would surely come about in the kingdom after the bodily resurrection (Daniel
12:2), but the part about the renewal of the character of man was to come about in
Messiah’s appearance. Thus were the “last days.” These were the days when God’s
fullness would become known and realized on earth . . . through His Messiah. The final
return of Israel was forecast for these “last days” in Deuteronomy 4:30-31.

3% "When you are in distress and all these things have come upon you, in the latter
days you will return to the LORD your God and listen to His voice. *' "For the
LORD your God is a compassionate God; He will not fail you nor destroy you nor
forget the covenant with your fathers which He swore to them.

Deuteronomy 30:6: The Circumcision Of Heart

As God moves through the Book of Deuteronomy He describes these last days
when Israel returns to Him in Deuteronomy 30:1-6. He explains that when they return,
since they need a new heart, He will give them His own heart so that they will obey Him
and never have to be judged again (Deuteronomy 30:6). This is not a prophecy of an
improved heart, or a better ability to obey. It is no less than the righteous character
(desires) of God. This character MUST keep the Law since it is the very character that
Jesus demonstrated on earth. So if the reader wants to be like Jesus, this is the only way .
.. to receive the heart of God, one given by God through belief (John 1:12-13).

Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your
descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul, so that you may live.

That this new heart has come is overwhelmingly documented by the Gospels and
the epistles. Paul states it in Colossians 2:11 and Romans 2:28-29.

“and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands,
in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ . . .

“For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is
outward in the flesh. * But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is
that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from
men, but from God.”
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The point is that when Jesus arrived He possessed this circumcision of heart and
gave it to the believer of this age. Thus this “new heart,” the righteous character of God,
is the actual possession of the believer. That is a massive change, as different as night
and day.

Genesis 3:14-24: The New Life (“Eternal Life”)

Now this new heart, this new character, had been forecast to come when the
“Seed of the Woman” would appear (Genesis 3:15). This was referred to by Adam when
he named his wife, “Eve,” which is literally to be translated, “Life.” She was the one who
would bring forth the Seed of the Woman who would bring the character of God to man
and impute into him as a child of God. This was anticipated that it would replace the
“death” that Adam had passed on to his progeny. So when Messiah appears He has
brought this “Life” with Him, this new character, the righteous character of God, which is
in Him, would be given to man. This “eternal life” would be given to man at the
appearance of the Messiah. This has been demonstrated in the life and resurrection of
Christ in the Gospels, to be given to man through the Spirit following His resurrection.

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of

God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God (John 1:12-13).

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me,
has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into
life. ® "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. ** "For just as
the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in
Himself; (John 5:21-26).

That this “eternal life” is the possession of the believer (new character) now, is
confirmed by John in his epistle in 5:13. A radical change has happened to the believer
from the Old Testament in the coming of Messiah.

“These things are written to you who believe in the Name of the Son of God that
you might know that you have eternal life.”

Jeremiah 31:31-34: Forgiveness Of Sins And A New Heart

Jeremiah prophesied during one of the lowest points of Israel’s history. Israel had
rejected YHWH and His Law and was proceeding into exile in Babylon. The long
history of Israel was failure. Of course this failure was prophesied in Deuteronomy 32,
based on the fact, stated in Deuteronomy 29, that they never were given a heart to obey.
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*"Yet to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to know, nor eyes to see,
nor ears to hear. (Deuteronomy 29:4).

So finally in their hopeless last gasp in the land, God prophesied their hope would
come in the Messiah who would give them a new heart, the heart of the Law, the
character of God. Then they would obey totally without sin. Jeremiah 31:31-33 stated,

"Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, ** not like the
covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I
was a husband to them," declares the LORD. 33 "But this is the covenant which I
will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will
put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God,
and they shall be My people.

Yet while they would have a heart that totally obeyed God, they still had the old
heart that was guilty of violating the Law, of forsaking God. This required death. This
death would be taken care of by Messiah as well (Isaiah 53), and it would be through His
death that they would receive the “forgiveness of sins” according to Jeremiah 31:34b.

" ... for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."

This passage is referenced by Jesus and recorded in all the synoptic
gospels. It is in the event in which Jesus raises the man who has been lowered
through the ceiling by his friends. As the Pharisees were watching Him, He
surprised them by, not healing him, but forgiving his sins. The reaction of the
Pharisees was simple but stark. Recalling Jeremiah 31:34 they knew that He was
claiming nothing less than being the Messiah of God, saying that He was
implementing the forgiveness of sins, which was to come in the Christ (Luke
5:21).

“The scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, "Who is this man who
speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?”

Jesus also stated this allusion to Jeremiah 31:31-34 at the last supper when
He declared, “for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for
forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:28). The point is that this “forgiveness of sins” was not
available in reality in the Old Covenant. Romans 3:25-26 also points this out.

“This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God
He passed over the sins previously committed; *° for the demonstration, 7 say, of
His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of
the one who has faith in Jesus.”
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Jeremiah 31:34a stated that the relationship with God would be fully effective as
it stated that believers would “know the Lord” fully. That means that the relationship
would be established as a child and one’s father, that is that the child is part of the
father’s inheritance and is his image by DNA. In the Old Testament that relationship was
through the Law and the Promise which anticipated the Perfect One who would come and
finally establish the relationship fully (“know the Lord”). Before in the Old Testament
they would have to teach the signs and symbols of the Old Testament that were external
and only pictured the ultimate Messiah. Now the believer would have God’s character as
his own and thus would “know the Lord” fully. This is seen clearly when Jeremiah 31:34
is placed against John 17:3 and 1 John 2:27.

"They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother,
saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the
greatest of them," declares the LORD, (Jeremiah 31:34)

“This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You have sent (John 17:3).

*" As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you
have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all
things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.
(1 John 2:27).

Ezekiel 36:25-27:
Cleansing From Sin And A Heart To “Keep The Statutes”

The Prophet Ezekiel prophesied following his, and the nation’s, exile into
Babylon. He looked forward to the day when Israel would receive the new character so
they would not come into judgment, and exile, again. This new character would be able
to “keep the commands” fully, unlike the Adamic character, which could never do it and
ultimately was what brought their judgment into exile.

Ezekiel talked of the forgiveness of sins and the cleansing, as does 1 John, who
states it has come to pass.

"Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you
from all your filthiness and from all your idols.” (Ezekiel 36:25)

“. .. the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
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Then Ezekiel discussed the new heart that would come in the believer through the
work of the Spirit. 1 John also speaks of this as coming to pass.

Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. >’ "I will
put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be
careful to observe My ordinances. (Ezekiel 36:26-27)

3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His
commandments. (1 John 2:3)

Summary: The Cataclysmic Change In The Believer

“Eternal Life”

This is the righteous character of the Father that is placed in
believers. It is a quantifiable substance that reflects the exact
character of God (perfection, holiness). Adam’s mortal life had to
be replaced by God’s life (character). This character (called
“eternal life”’) is given to man when he has the new birth through
belief in Jesus (1:1-3; 5:11-13). This not only includes the
character but the bodily resurrection (see Daniel 12:2 for the
allusion for this phrase).

“forgiveness of sins:” Man still has the problem of the identity with his old Adamic

self. This self is corrupted, being condemned to death, and must
be paid for before the identity can be solely that of the New Adam
and the new family of God. Thus, through the Messiah’s death the
old Adamic self is judged and paid for. It is thus rendered moot.
While it is still alive practically, it is judicially dead. Thus it can
do nothing to effectively reject God (i.e., sin) since it is forgiven.
Therefore the only life that the believer possesses as a real identity
is the new life that cannot sin and must please God because it is
His character.

When Jesus entered this earth as a baby, everything was about to change. The
Law was about to be fulfilled and the keeping of the Law in Jesus imputed into the
believer so that he could be righteous. Jesus would die on the cross, which would bring
about the full forgiveness of sins, rendering the Adamic nature judicially moot. In
Christ’s resurrection came the assurance of the presence of the new character in him, and
the guarantee of the believer’s bodily resurrection into the kingdom. Thus, Jesus’
appearance brought the full guarantee of the kingdom through resurrection. The believer
would be able to give up his mortal life for the gospel knowing his reward would not be
now, but in the kingdom to come in a resurrected body with the One whom the apostles
met and whose presence was recorded in, the Gospels.



