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Problem: Paul is accused of not coming to Rome since he is
ashamed of his false gospel, which goes against the OT

Paul must preach the imputed righteousness of Christ,
(the Law has served its OT purpose to condemn),
to Gentiles who have not heard the gospel
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The Result is:
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not justified in
Christ, but in
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The Application:
To walk in

Imputed
Righteousness

* unity
*Sacrificial love
*Obey gov’ t
*Care for brother

15

Conclusion:
Paul has been
preaching the
gospel where

it has not been
preached so
could not come.

Romans should
Take care of those
Who are brothers

In Paul’ s gospel
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Background: Paul, as an apostle, is under obligation to spread the gospel to the
Gentiles and is not ashamed to come to Rome and defend himself (1:1-16).

Paul’s introduces of himself as an apostle (1:1) and the readers as the
called of God (1:6-7). The matter following his apostleship and before their
introduction is the explanation of the apostolic gospel which had been called into
question. It is based on the Old Testament scriptures and fulfilled in Christ.

Then Paul introduces the readers at Rome as believers and defends his
absence from them. It is not intentional, and in fact is the opposite. He has
desired to come to them since they are Gentiles and as such fit into his
appointment as an apostle to the Gentiles. He then adamantly denies the claim
that he has avoided them since he is ashamed of his gospel, which includes the
completion of the Law. Without the Law the Jews believe they are not delivered.
Paul points out that it is the gospel which is the deliverance (through Christ, not
the Law).

Contribution to Argument:

This section establishes both that Paul is an apostle, who is revealing the
gospel from the Old Testament fulfilled in Christ, which is for the Gentiles,
including the church at Rome, to whom he had desired to visit since they are
brothers in Christ (1:9-16)

Specific Response to Antagonist:

The accusation of Paul being a false prophet since he had eliminated the
Law and eliminated Israel in his gospel is defended by pointing out that he is an
apostle as a gift of God, but also that his gospel is from the Old Testament,
fulfilled in Jesus who was prophesied by those Scriptures. He argues that he, as
an apostle to the Gentiles is busy with that ministry, but hopes to visit them as
they are brothers; thus opposing their argument that he is ashamed to come to
them.

A. Paul has been set apart by God to reveal the gospel of truth (1:1-6).

1. Paul, the author is set apart to reveal the gospel of God (1:1)

1:1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set
apart for the gospel of God,

1:1 TIladlog dodroc Xpiotod ’Inood, KkANTOC  GTOOTOAOG
GPwPLOPEVOG €L¢ ebaryYéLLoV BeoD,
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2. The gospel of Paul is valid (1:2-6).

a. Paul’s gospel in Christ was prophesied in the Old
Testament (1:2-4).

1) The Son was prophesied in the Old Testament (1:2).

1:2 which He promised beforehand through His
prophets in the holy Scriptures,

1:20 TpoemyyeLAaTo SLk TV TPOPNTOV adToD €V
Ypodoc ayletg

2) The Son was from the line of David according to
prophecy'’ (1:3).

1:3 concerning His Son, who was born of a
descendant of David according to the flesh,

1:3 mepl tod vlod adtod Ttod yevouévou €k
OTEPUATOC AULS KOTO OUPKCL,

3) Jesus was demonstrated to be the Son in His
resurrection (1:4)."

1:4 who was declared the Son of God with power
by the resurrection from the dead, according to the
Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,

' This was the promise of the Davidic Covenant in 2 Samuel 7 where the seed
was to come from David.

"' The verse (1:4) literally reads, “cod 6pLobévtoc LIOD Be0d €V duvduel Kot
Tredpa GyLwolvng €€ araotaoewe vekpdy, Inood Xpiotod tod kuplov fHuov” (“of the
appointment of the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of Holiness from the
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ the Lord of us”). The location of the phrase
“from the resurrection from the dead” following the Spirit of Holiness seems to indicate
the revelation of Jesus Christ as the Son is according to the Holy Spirit. It would appear
that Paul uses the term Spirit of Holiness, instead of Holy Spirit to indicate that the
revelation of Jesus Christ is for the purpose of revealing holiness (or God’s holiness) to
men. This was an argument of the Jews that throwing out the Law would throw out the
standards of holiness. This use denies that.
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1:4 10D OpLOBEVTOC LoD Beod év Suvauel Koo
TVeDUN AyLWOUVNG €€ GraoTaoew vekpay, Incod
Xprotod 1tod Kuplov MUY,

b. It is through Christ that Paul received his appointment as an
apostle (1:5-6).

1) Christ gave grace (the forgiveness of sins under the
Law) and appointed Paul as the apostle to reveal
that (1:5a).

1:5 through whom we have received grace and
apostleship

1:581" 00 €ABOUeEV YapLY Kal GTOOTOATY

2) His appointment was to bring the Gentiles to faith'
in Christ (1:5b).

to bring about the obedience of faith among all the
Gentiles, for His name's sake,

el¢ UTokONY TLOTewg €V TAoLY TOlg €BveoLy LTep
100 Ovopatog adToD,

3) This grace has extended to those in Rome who have
become saints (1:6).

The point here is that Paul's apostleship requires
that he take the gospel to the Gentiles, a gospel
which has already reached and embraced them.
Thus they should understand the ministry of Paul to
other places beside their own.

1:6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus
Christ;

1:6 €V 0l¢ €0Te kel Lpelg kAntol ‘Inood Xpiotod,

B. The saints in Rome are important receivers of the Paul’s gospel whom he
is not avoiding due to shame about his gospel, but desires to see (1:7-16).

"2 This term “obedience of faith” is to answer the Jewish question as to how the
Gentiles will be obedient (sanctified) without the Law. Paul points out that it is
obedience, but obedience, that is, of faith. Gentiles do not keep the Law themselves, but
by faith participate in Christ’s death to fulfill the demands of the Law (2:14, 6:4, 16:26).
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1. The people at the church in Rome are saints according to Paul’s
gospel (1:7).

1:7 to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints'>:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

1:7 Moy tolg obowv év ‘Puun dayammrolg Oeod, kAntolc aylolg,
YOPLG DRIV Kol elpnym amd Beod matpOC MUAVY kol kuplov Incod
XpLatod.

2. Their faith in Christ is a testimony to the world (1:8).

1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because
your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world.

1:8 Tlpdtov pev edyapLotd T¢ Be@ pov S Inood Xpiotod mepl
TOVTOV DUV OTL 1) TLOTLC VMOV KoToyyeAAeTal €V OAw TG
KOOW.

3. Paul constantly prays that he might come and visit them and is not
avoiding them due to shame of the gospel (1:9-16).

a. Paul constantly prays that he might come to see them (1:9-
10).

1:9 For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of
the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly
I make mention of you, '’ always in my prayers making
request, if perhaps now at last by the will of God I may
succeed in coming to you.

1:9 POPTUC YOp KOO €0ty 0 Bedg, @ Aatpedw €V T
Trelpatl Wov év T¢ ebayyeilw Tod LoD alTod, g
GdLaAelTTwg Wrelay DUV Toodual ' Tavtote éml TGV
TPOOEUYOV HOU Sedperog €L Twg NHidn Tote ebodwdnoouaL év
¢ BeAnuatt oD Beod EABETY TPOC VUAC.

b. He wants to come so that he can give them the benefits of
his apostolic gift, which would establish them firm in the

" This is in parallel form to his statement of "called as apostle" in 1:1.



20

knowledge of the gospel and that they would thus agree'* in
their belief (1:11-12).

1:11 For I long to see you in order that I may impart some
spiritual gift to you, that you may be established; '* that is,
that I may be encouraged together with you while among
you, each of us by the other's faith, both yours and mine.

1:11 €mmoB®d yop LOely DUAC, Tvo TL HeTtad® YopLope DULY
TVEUUNTLKOV €l¢ TO otnpLyBfver Duag, 2 todto &€ €oTLy
OUUTPOKANOAVL €V Uiy i thg év dAANAoLC TLoTewg
VUV T€ Kol €UoD.

c. Paul’s base desire (and appointment) is to preach to
Gentiles, and Rome qualifies as a Gentile church (1:13-15).

d. Paul denies the accusation that he is ashamed of his gospel
(the removal of the effect of the Law) since it is the means
by which God brings'> men'® to Him (1:16).

'* That is the essence of the encouragement of their faith and his, which is that
they might rejoice in that they believe the same thing.

> The word “salvation” (Lit.: “deliverance™) is always a crux issue in Jewish
books, for the Jews felt delivered through the keeping of the Law (Deut. 28). Thus
without the Law, they would feel cursed, a major issue to Paul in this book. If there is no

law kept, then how is it that believers are not cursed. It is through the sacrifice of Christ
(5:1-11).

' «“To the Jew first and also to the Greek” is Paul’s acknowledgment of the truth
of the Abrahamic Covenant. The revelation comes to the Jew, and it is through Israel that
the revelation comes to the Gentile.



