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C. This belief in Jesus allows one to keep the commandments by
imputation, and thus overcomes Satan from Genesis (5:2-5).

2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love
God and observe His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God,
that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not
burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world;
and this is the victory that has overcome the world-- our faith. 5
And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God?

% ¢V TOUT® YIVAOHOKOUEY ETL Ayam@dpev T& Tékva Tos 80T, dtav
TOV B0V dyam@dpev kol TAG EVTOAXS avToD ToLdpEY. ° adTn
yap €otwv 1) aydmn tod 00D, (va TG EvTOAXS aTOD TNPDLEY,
kot ol évtodat avtod Bapeiat ovk eioiv. * dTLmav TO
yeyevvnuévov €k Tol 80D Vikd TOV KOoHOV: Kal aUTn €0TLV 1)
vikn 1) ViKkiioaoo TOV k6opov, 1) TioTig fudv. > Tig [8£] éoTwv O
VIK®V TOV KOGHOV L u1) 0 TloTeLWV 0TL ' Incodig £€oTv 0 LVIOG TOD
Oeov;

Similar to Genesis 3 the way for a believer to defeat (overcome)
Satan personally is to believe the revelation of God (unlike Adam and
Eve). This revelation is that Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior of man.
The ‘love of brother’ is kept by one aligning with his brother and looking
out for his spiritual benefit as opposed to the antagonist who is incensed at
opposition.

D. The witness to the validity of Jesus' revelation are the Old Testament
cleansing in water, forgiveness in blood and the Holy Spirit's
testimony of Jesus (His words and works (through the apostles) as the
fulfillment of the O.T. (5:6-12).

5:6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not
with the water only, but with the water and with the blood. 7 And it
is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is the truth. 8 For
there are three that bear witness, the Spirit and the water and the
blood; and the three are in agreement. 9 If we receive the witness
of men, the witness of God is greater; for the witness of God is
this, that He has borne witness concerning His Son. 10 The one
who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; the one
who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not
believed in the witness that God has borne concerning His Son. 11
And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this
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life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does
not have the Son of God does not have the life.
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The water is the water of purification (John 2,3) or the water of life
(John 4,7). The predominant use seems to be the water of life. If this is
the case then the John’s point is that Jesus brings new life by imputation,
but not without the blood (forgiveness of sins). The witnesses would be
the Old Testament witnesses (anticipation) of the water (new life) and
forgiveness (Passover lamb) and the Spirit (the life and death of Christ as
testified by the apostles).'”

The Old Testament required two or three witnesses (Deut. 17, 19)
and John provides three. The water (purification and/or water of life in the
O.T., now in Christ), the blood (forgiveness of sins through the blood of
the Lamb in the O.T., now in Christ) and the Spirit (revelation of the life
of Christ as the fulfillment of the Old Testament).

IV.  Summary: Exhortations to those who obey the revelation in Jesus (5:13-21).
The reader is now exhorted, in closing, to follow certain exhortations of belief.
A. Sin may be forgiven through Jesus, but not unbelief in Him (5:13-17).
" These things I have written to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal
life. ' And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that,

if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. ' And if we
know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have

106 Cf Rev. 22:17, “water of life”.
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the requests which we have asked from Him. '° If anyone sees his
brother committing a sin not /eading to death, he shall ask and God
will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to death.
There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he should make
request for this. ' All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not
leading to death.
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The OIld Testament provided for forgiveness for sins of
ignorance,'”” but death for presumptuous sins (Num. 15:22-31). All sin
may be forgiven, but the sin of unbelief cannot be forgiven. It is an attack
on the covenant and one must return to the covenant. Thus if one denies
Jesus he has no access to the Father. He must return to the cross.

B. Readers may be confident of eternal life in Jesus through belief (5:18-
21).

'8 We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was
born of God keeps him and the evil one does not touch him. '* We
know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of
the evil one. *° And we know that the Son of God has come, and
has given us understanding, in order that we might know Him who
is true, and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God and eternal life. *' Little children, guard
yourselves from idols.

%7 The sins of ignorance were, in general, those sins which were not against the
covenant or directly against the authority of God. Presumptuous sins were sins done in
rebellion against the covenant. The penalty was always death, or removal from the
present tense blessings of the covenant. If a believer should ignore John’s warnings to
continue, he would cease to be a representative of God (die) in a temporal manner. Since
he has eternal life as a possession, he cannot lose it. Thus his position as a son is secure,
yet his walk is not representing God since he does not walk in the revelation. His only
hope (in this life) is to return to the Son.
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