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I11.

Defense of Imputed Life from the Spirit:

The apostolic witness of the

revelation of God is the life of Christ,99 which is the love of God in the
believer as demonstrated from the Old Testament (3:24b--5:12).

The promise of the Spirit is the testimony that Jesus is the Christ. This
truth was made plain to the apostles as a fulfillment of John 14--16, where the
Spirit brings back the words and works of Jesus to show to them the fulfillment of
the Old Testament Scriptures. This, of course, relates to the test of the Apostolic
Word, to see if it is of God or not.

A.

The Holy Spirit bears witness to the revelation of Jesus Christ

through the apostles to the readers that Jesus fulfills the Old
Testament (3:24—4:6).

% The New Testament function of the Spirit is to reveal the fullness of the Old
Testament in Jesus Christ (imputed righteousness) through the apostles to the believer
(cf. John 14--16).
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The function of the Holy Spirit is to open the apostles’ minds to
the fulfillment of the Old Testament Scriptures by eye-witnessing the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, so that it can be proclaimed to
believers.

1. The Spirit that is in the apostles, which gives them the
knowledge of Jesus as the Christ (see John 14, 16), is opposed
to the spirit of the false prophets which is from the devil.

3:24b And we know by this that He abides in us, by the
Spirit whom He has given us. 4:1 Beloved, do not believe
every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God; because many false prophets have gone out into the
world.

Kol £V TOUTW YWVWOOKOUEV OTL LEVEL €V LTV, €K TOD
TVEUATOG OV NIV €8wkev. 4:1 Ayammntof, pf) mavti
TIVEVULATL TILOTEVETE AAAX SOKIUATETE TX TIVEVUATA €L €K
ToU Beol €oTLy, OTL TOAAOL YevSompopiital
€EeANAVBOLY €lG TOV KOGLOV.

a. The identity of the true source of revelation is by the
content, that is, if it agrees that Jesus is the Son (4:2).

2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit
that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh'” is from God;

% ¢V TOVT® YIVHOKETE TO TVED I TOD BT+ TIdV
mvedpa 0 opoAoyel Incodv XpLotov év capkl
EANAvBota €k Tod Beod €oTuy,

b. The identity of the false source of revelation is by the
content, that is, if it denies that Jesus is the Son of God
4:3).

3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not
from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of

%A comment should be made here as to the translation. Some see this as a
heresy, that is that some felt that Jesus’ Spirit departed at the crucifixion, leaving the
flesh to die, or some multiple permutations. However, this is a simple translation that
reflects John 1:14. Jesus is God, come in the flesh as the Christ to mediate to God for
man.
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which you have heard that it is coming, and now it
is already in the world.

3 kol iy Tvedpa O pf) OpoAoyel TV Tnoodv ék
ToU Be0l oVK €0TLV: Kl TOUTO €0TLY TO TOD
avtiyplotov, 0 adknkoate OTL EpyeTal, Kol viv €v
TO KOOUW £0TLV {OM.

2. The true children of God are clear by their relationship to the
true source, that is the apostles (4:4-6).

a. The truth of God is believed by the true children of
God, and it is this truth of the Son’s victory that will
win out over Satan (4:4).

4 You are from God, little children, and have
overcome them; because greater is He who is in

you'"! than he who is in the world.

* VETs ék ToD Be0l é0Te, Tekvia, Kal VEVIKKATE
aVTOoVG, OTL PellwV €0Tiv O €V LUV 1) O €V T®
KOOUW.

b. Those who are in death (no revelation, deny Jesus as

Son) will listen to those who speak from death (no
revelation, human wisdom only).

5 They are from the world; therefore they speak as
from the world, and the world listens to them.

> ool ¢k Tol kdopov eioly, S ToTo £k TOD
KOOOU AaAoDoLv Kal 0 KOGHOG TGV AKOVEL

%! The question of which Person of the Trinity is involved here is not a simple

one to this interpreter. There is no explicit reference within the epistle of the Spirit
directly being in the believer. While that is theologically correct, it is not directly spoken
of in those terms (3:24). Most of the time John refers to the Word of God, which abides
in us (or “you”). Sometimes he refers to God abiding in us. It would seem best that He is
speaking of the Word of God abiding in us through revelation. The “word” is a
masculine gender, which would match the “He” in this sentence. The “Spirit” is a neuter
gender. “God” and “Jesus” are masculine in gender. Thus the “Word of God” would be
the choice, which would be Jesus through the Spirit which would also place God in the
believer.
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c. Those who are in life (revelation of Jesus as the Son)
listen to the apostles, as opposed to those who are in
death that reject the apostles.

6 We are from God; he who knows God listens to
us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By
this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of
error.

% NueTs ¢k ToD BT éopev, O YIVWOOKWV TOV OOV
AKoVELNUDV, 0G 0VK €0TLV €K TOD Be0D 0VK
AKOVELNUDV. EK TOUTOV YIVWOKOUEV TO TIVED X
TG dAnBeiag kait TO Tvedpa TG TAGVTG.

B. The content of this witness is that as God has loved the children of
God (in Jesus as the fulfillment of the O.T.), they will also love their
brother (4:7-5:1).

Since the believer has the life of Jesus Christ imputed to him, then
he must also love those who share this belief. Based on the mercy and
love of God for him in Christ, he will recognize other belief-sharers as
fellow family members. Those who do not understand will hate the
exclusivist Christians (true “Children of God”).

1. The Love of God is demonstrated in the propitiation of His Son
for others, and the content of one’s belief in this should reflect
in their love (one way) of other children of God.

4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from
God'”%; and everyone who loves is born of God'” and
knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know
God, for God is love. 9 By this the love of God was
manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son
into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 In this
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and
sent His Son fo be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved,
if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12

12 God is the source of this love. It cannot be known except one observes it in
Christ. One could observe it in the revelation in the Old Testament, but it was never fully
displayed until Christ.

' In order to know this love, one has to experience it in Christ, and thus if one

loves as Christ loves, he must be born of God. Thus his testimony for Christ is his love.
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No one has beheld God at any time;'** if we love one

another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.

7 Ayamnrol, dyamédpey dAAGA0VG, dTLT dydmn £k ToD
BeoD €oTwy, Kal A 0 dyam®v £k Tod BeoD yeyévvntal
Kol YWGOOKeL TOV 0g6v. © 0 p) dyamdv o0k yve Tov
Bebv, 6TL O 806 drydmm éoTiv. ” v ToVTw E@avep®mon 1)
aydmm tod BeoD €v Nuiv, OTL TOV LIOV AVTOD TOV
HoVOYeVT] ATECTHAKEY 0 B€0G €ig TOV KGOV (VI
Mowpey 8 avtol. ¥ év TovTw £oTiv 1) dydmm, oy Tt
NUETG YT KAUEY TOV B0V GAA” OTL a0TOG YA TN OEV
NUAG Kol ATESTEAEV TOV VIOV AUTOD IAAGUOV TiEPL TV
ApapTGVY HU@V. I AyarmTol, el olTwg 6 Bedg Hydmmoey
TUES, Kol NUETS dpeilopey GAAGAOLGS dyamiy. 2 Ogdv
oV8¢elg TwToTE TEBEQTAL £QV AyATDOUEV AAAAOUG, O
0e06 &V MUV pével kal 1 aydmm avtod &v Huiv
TETEAELWUEVT] €0TLV.

John will define the love of God as the ‘one-way’ love
(hesed), that He had for the brothers as He gave His Son for them
(cf. 4:10). Thus when one has received that love, he then
recognizes that love as being what he is the result of. Therefore he
should love his brother as God loved him, one-way. The brother
then is willing to give his life in an unjust death due to persecution
to stand up for Jesus. The faithfulness unto death was a
faithfulness required to insure the intensity of their testimony, and
thus encourage their brother to also stand (as well as evangelism).
In fact their death is a testimony to their assurance of resurrection.

2. The Apostles testify to the love of God in Jesus Christ, and thus
those who agree with their testimony that Jesus is the Son of
God are children of God.

13 By this we'” know that we abide in Him and He in us,
because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have

'%* His point here is that the way to behold God is by seeing His love in Christ.

Thus one experiences God by allowing His love to be expressed through the believer.

1% The “we” here is likely the apostles based on the following use in the sentence.
While it theologically would fit believers, verse 14 would not. It appears at times that he
is saying that if the apostles experienced this then the believer experiences it through their
word. The apostles had eye-witness proof, so we come along side them and believe in
their proof.
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beheld and bear witness that the Father has sent the Son to
be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that
Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.
16 And we have come to know and have believed the love
which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides
in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

P Ev ToUT® yIv®OKOEV STL v adT@ PEVOUEY Kal a0 TOG
&v UiV, 8TL £k ToD Tvevpatos avtod §¢8wkev (v,
Kal NMUeETS TeBedpeba kal papTupoUeY OTL O TATNP
GméoTaAKey TOV VIOV CWTIjpa TOU KOGHOL. > O £y
opoAoynon ott’'Incotig €éotiv 0 VoG ToD B0y, O BeDG €V
aOT® pével kal avTog v T 8. ' Kol ElS
EYVOKUWEV KAl TETOTEVKAUEY TNV AyATMV Hjv £XEL O
Be06 €v NUIv. '0 Be0g dyann €otiv, Kal 0 LEvwV €V Tij
drydmm €v Td Be® pével kal 0 B0 €V aT® PEVEL

Since God loved us (gave His Son as a propitiation), the
children of God do not have to fear the judgment, but those
who are not children of God (belief in Christ) act in fear of
judgment (good deeds).

17 By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have
confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so
also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but
perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.

7 By TOUTW TeTEAElwTALT) dyamn pued’ Nudv, iva mappnoiav
Exwpev €v T NUEPQ TG Kploews, OTL KABmG EKETVOG 0TIV Kal
NUETG EoUEV €V TD KOOHW TOUTW. 8 @06B0g oVK €0TLV €V T
dyamn GAX’ 1) teAeia dyamn €w BaAAeL TOV @OLov, OTL O
@0Bog kOAaoY £xeL, 0 6¢ @oBovpevog oV TeTeAelwTAL €V T
dyamn.

Imputation of righteousness and self-righteous works do
not agree and are directly contradictory. Thus when a Jew
becomes a Christian, he must abandon his works-related
righteousness he derived from the Law for the righteousness of
Christ. If he, as a Jew, felt that he would be under judgment for
not keeping the Law, then when he becomes a Christian, his
former cohorts would threaten him with judgment, since he had
quit the Law and his own efforts to appease the wrath of God.

But John’s point here is that one does not have to fear
because he has received the “love of God” which He expended in
His Son’s death. Thus, God will not judge those whom He loves
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and have received His love. However, those who are under the
Law, have not received His love and will be under judgment and
need to fear.

The children of God love because of the love that God showed
them. Those who are not children of God hate the true
children of God because they do not know God (the revelation
of Himself or they would recognize the truth).

19 We love, because He first loved us. 20 If someone says,
"I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one
who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot
love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this
commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves
God should love his brother also. 5:1 Whoever believes
that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and whoever loves
the Father loves the child born of Him.

19 NUETS ayam@dpey, 6TL a0TOG TPOTOG NYATNOEV T)UAS. 20 6
TLG €lmn OTL Ayamd Tov B0V Kal TOV aded@ov avtod Wiofj,
Pevotng €ativ: 0 yap un dyan®dv Tov aSed@ov avtol Ov
Ewpaxey, TOV B0V OV 0V Ewpakey oV SUvaTal AyaTav. 21
kal Tad TNV TV EvToAnv €xopey am’ atod, (va 0 dyam®dv TOv
Beov dyarnd katl Tov adeA@ov avtod. S5:1 Iag 6 moTedwv 6TL
'IMoolg éo0Tv 0 XpLotog, €k ToU Beol yeyévvntal, kal Tag o
dyam@®v Tov yevvnoavta dyand [Kai] Tov yeyevvnuévov £§
avTod.



